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"Unfortunately the Church in India from the 16th century
inherited foreign tradition of religious authority with a juridical
emphasis. The association with the Portuguese marked the beginning
of this new tradition which was found in conflict with the 'Law of
Thomas.........The religious authority becomes credible by the
integrity of one's life and conduct. Pomp and dominion are aliento the
idea of an authentic guru. The Christians in the Indian set up do not
want to see their ecclesiastical leaders as administrators but want to
see them as real spiritual men who can lead them to God........ The
particular hierarchial tradition and setup of the St. Thomas Christians
have to be appreciated in this Indian context. For them bishops and
clergy were not rulers but spiritual men or guru." (Ecclesial Identity
of the Thomas Christians: Page 84-85).
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