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/‘Perhaps Sony Entertainment

Television knows something we
‘don't; that real heroes are on the

| wane. Its latest marketing gimmick

is a stunner: it has brought out a self-
help book, Jassi's 7 Steps to Success,
along with Popular Prakashan pub-
lishing house. In it, fans can read
all about how Jassi Walia (left in
pic) triumphed over the problems
thrown her way in the serial Jassi
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Jaissi Koi Nahin and learn how to
become self-reliant and successful.
A sure-fire success if only we lived in
tellyland and had someone to rewrite
our scripts every few days.
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Challenging herself

he thinks of herself as an artiste

first and then a woman. Miranda
Richardson, who trained atthe famed
Bristol Old Vic Theatre in London,
has won many accolades including
nominations for the Oscar. Lekha J.
Shankar met the British actress at the
Bangkok International Film Festival,
where Phantom of the Opera was pre-
miered. Excerpts from an exclusive
interview:

On her latest release, Phantom of
The Opera.

Isaw the play for the firsttime whenT
was offered the role. I was appalled—
Madam Giri was a cipher! Then
director Joel Schumacher explained

that I could be the emotional centre
to the drama, and I realised the ‘'mad-
am’ was warm and compassionate. I
always like to bring out the positive
aspects of the women I enact.

On her role in Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire.

The film’s special because I'm back
with director Mike Newell, with
whom I did my first film. I play Rita
Skeeter, a ridiculous journalist who
has styled herself as the goddess
of gossip. She’s exaggerated in the
script, but I have tried not to carica-
ture her.

On India and Indian cinema.

I haven’t been to India and the
_closest I came to a Bollywood film
was when I saw Monsoon Wedding,
which I adored. I also stayed up to
watch Barsaat. It was fantastic.
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