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For Repairing, casting and Turning of
all kinds of Motor Machines & Engines -
SApply to:—

The Sathar .Mechaniéal
Work Shop.

"‘Iew Town, COCHIN.-
Che only jnstitution of its kind
 for prompt execulion.

A CHARGES MODERATE. 8;
- SATISFAGTION GUARANTEED, 0
- Proprietor. (. H. Rareem gmt @
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For automobiles, accessories,

spare parts, Batteries, Tyres, etc,
A PrrY to: —

THE (o7 HHW—
H"

»KAREEM. MOTOR STORES. ||

Main Road COCHIMN, |
The Best and Cheapest House. ‘ l
Proprietor, M. A. Kareem Sai/
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BLUNDERING

OVER INDIA

MR. SASTRI'S SCATHING
INDICTMENT

L |

REFUSAL OF ASSURANCE
CRITICISED

The Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa
Sastri, in a statement to THE HINDU,

8ays:

All that has been said and written
in defence of the Congress demand
for an assurauce from the Governors
fails to convince me that the step was
either necessary or prudent. Fresh
from a resounding victory at the polls
and conscious of their strength, Con-
gress Ministers could well have gone
to work for the benefit of the people
and waited until the other side opened
fire. Richtly or wrongly, Wrongly
according to the clear judgment of
the political partleq in India, the Act
gives discretiohary powers to the
heads of Liocal Governments. They
need not be there: but they are there.
A discretionary power may be used
or may not be used. A wise Gov-
ernor will nse it sparingly and .in
forsunate circumstances may avoid it
altogether. But to say beforehand
that he will not wuse it at all in any
circumstances is to act as though the
power did not exist: in other words,
to change the tenor of the constitution
in an important particular.

The demand, however, having

beén made by the Congress, was it

not proper to allow each ‘local Gov-
ernor full liberty to negotiate with
the ILeader with whom he had to
deal? The general policy of office
acceptance havin.g been decided upon,
the potential Chief Minister in each
province could have been trusted to
obtain what he songht in the manner
and in the terms that suited local
conditions best. Instead, the events
of the last few days have shown that
neither Governor nor popular leader
had sufficient freedom of action. The
Government of India or the Secretary
of State seem to have taken up a

non-possumus attitude and directed
each Governor as politely and as

smoothly as possible to refuse com-
pliance.

DEVISING A FORMULA

I cannot believe that the law as
it stands prevent the adoption of a
wise and liberal policy. The ingenuity
of lawyers is quite equal to the task
of devising a formula which would
have saved the scope and tenor of the
law, while giving to the Congress
cabinets the security from interference
which they desired. The resolution
of the A. I. C. C., on<the other hand,
should not have been interpreted so

rigidly as to prevent a local leader
from giving to his Governor the
assurance that be has not seeking a
covert extension of the Act or
diminution of the status of Governor.
1f it was to be a Gentleman’s Agree-
ment the two High Commands ought
not to have tied the hands of the
gentlemen who were to agree.

COUNTRY NOT TO SUBMIT
QUIETLY

It is parficularly lamentable that
Whitehall and Delhi should be so
blind in their conservatism as not to
see what is so abundantly clear that
the country has made up its mind not
t0 submit quietly to the Government
of India Act and its restrictions and
that, if the growth from the present
position to a larger measure of demo-
cracy is o be easy and safe, the right
course for Government is to be
generous in the interpretation and
operation of an enactment which,
both ‘on its merits and by the pro-
voking circumstances in which it was
brought into being, has trampled on
their own pledges and on the wishes

of the Indian people. History pro-
claims that a large electorate roused
to a sense of its power would expect
its decisions to be treated with respect
and consideration. To flout them
and try to carry on the King's Gov-
ernment in defiance of = their clear”
mandate is not merly to exasperate
them, but greatly to increase their
strength and their determination to
fight the constitutional sbruggle 0
the finish.

It is an elementry proposition,
but it apparently needs to be repeated,
that if you wish to weaken a party
you must put thém in office and let
them make mistakes, disappoint ex-
pectations and fall short in perfor-
mance of their promises. To with
hold from the Congress the oppor-
tunities necessary to prove the merits
of its policy and to test its strength
and its weakness and consign it to the
shades of opposition is even from the
narrow standpoint of Government,
only to put more and more power
into its hands and make the task of
administration full of .difficulties and
frustrations.

A GRAVE WARNING

An Interim Administration seek-

ing to sbrengtﬁen itself by adopting
some parts of the policy of the Con-
gress will only discredit itself. Sen-
sible people will argue that if the
Congress out of office could effect so
much good, the people could not’ do
better than try and put it in office as
soon as possible. To steal another

- person’s clothes is a game that has

often been tried in politics, but it is
soon exposed and brings shame and
punishment to the players.

)

Since the third Round Table
Conference the so-called Nationa]
Government of Britain has only been
blundering disastrously in its treat-
ment of India. The story of Ireland
has taught 1t nothing. The per-
verseness of its Indian policy can only
be measured when the outbreak of the
next World War shows the extent to
which the loyalty of the people has
been alienated.
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